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Politics Change

By 1960, Americans had:been riding a wave of
optimism for most of the 50s. In the 1960 election,
Americans would choose a president to continue
the postwar prosperity.

Would it be Republican Richard Nixon, Eisenhower’ s
Vice President of 8 years, or the young and
glamorous Democrat John F. Kennedy?

As Americans watched thetwolcandidates in the first
televised presidentialfdebate} many chose the tan,
young, relaxed Kennedy. ‘



The Space Race

By the time ennedy had spent a
year in o , the Soviets had
launched ﬂh@ Sputnik satellite, a
dog, and a human being into
orbit. I(_k

Congress reacted by creating
NASA and funding math and

science education.

" mace ror e moon | ENNEYAVOWed to place a man on
the mooniwithin the decade.



Kennedy s Foreign
Policy

As Kenne\dy faced Cold War
chaIIenges with the Bay of Pigs
invasion, Berlin Wall and Cuban
Missile Crisis, he attempted to

improve US relations with the rest
of the world.

The Peace Corps was established to
assist\underdeveloped countries.

The Peace Corps

Kennedy\s Alliance for Progress

- program attempted to improve

‘ relatlons with Latin America.
|
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Kennedy' s New Frontier

With conservatives controlling Congress,
Kennedy was not able to achieve all of his
domestic goals, but he was successful in
extending some of the Democrat’s New Deal
policies.

Kennedy signed legislation raising minimum
wage, increasing Social Security, raising
money for mental health research, and
developing rural areas.

!

Kennedy was able tofshow some support for civil

rights, but risked losing Southern Democrats

In Congress.



NENNEAYIENGNTITST J/ Jaccur—wl]ne
dy 0l DEJ“ SHIPASORNNGVERIID ]er




rr)

With' Kennedyss :Jss:Jssirl:J"r]on ]n INOV: 1963
Lynaoen BaJ eSO CGNIECOMENTENEC va



Johnson' s Great Society

Johnson declarediasd\Warren Poverty and began the
largest reformipackadersince EDR s New Deal:

+ Civil Rights Act banned
discrimination and ended
segregation.

+ Volunteers in Service to
America (VISTA) sent
volunteers to work in
struggling communities.

+ Medicare was created to
ease the burden of:
health care costs for'the
elderly.

+ National Endowment for the

Arts and Humanities used
public money to fund artists,
galleries, and public television.

Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) helped
provide low-income housing
for the poor.

Head Start worked to improve
opportunities for children in
poorer families and
communities.



War Takes Its Toll

Johnson’ s domestic programs were overshadowed by
his aggressive interventions in Vietnam.

Conservatives attacked Johnson for his social programs
and liberals attacked him for the war in Vietnam.

As more money was diverted to war, Johnson’s
programs suffered.

In 1968, Johnson declined to run for re-election. As
Democrats debated who would run, Robert Kennedy

and Martin Luther King were gssassinated.
&
The streets eruptediinto riots that year.















| 7 (




Election of 1968

Protesters clashed with police at the Democratic
National Convention in Chicago as it became
apparent that the Party would not nominate an
antiwar candidate.

Urban riots erupted upon the news of Martin Luther
King’ s death. The assassination two months later
of JFK’ s brother Robert'Kennedy further
disheartened the civil rights movement.

Republican Richard NixXon ran én a campaign to

restore law and order and support the troops in
Vietnam. '



ock ‘n Roll

With the economic prosperity of the
1950s, teenagers had money to

spend on records.
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the end of the decade, music
de |ned the generation gap
between old and young.

for a white artist who could
capture the black sound of rhythm
and blues, producers found Elvis
Presley - a spawn of the devil as
far as parents were concerned!
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. . As the markets opened up, artists

Ao such as Chuck Berry, Little
C i Richard, Fats Domino, Buddy
Holly, and Jerry Lee Lewis rocked
the nation.

P When the Beatles were discovered by
young suburban females, the
British Invasion took hold as The
Rolling Stones, The Kinks, and The

Who swept American record sales.
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Counterculture

Sex, racism, poverty, loneliness, rejection of
conformity, antiwar, criticism of materialism - these
concepts had been banished from television and
polite conversation in the 1950s only to return with
a vengeance in the 1960s.

Young “hippies” rejected suburban conformity and
experimented with lifestyles, fashion, food,
religions, music, sex, and drugs.

Other groups organized polltlcally to change some of
the darker aspects of Amerlca that lurked
underneath the surface ofi thel1950s.
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effsusagainststhem.

+ THEM
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+ Conservative + Liberal
+ Middle and + Young
class + Defiant

+ Church-going + Free love

+ Dressed appropriately + Antiwar
+ Respected authority + Counterculture
+ Supported actions in + Wanted to change

Vietnam

American values

\




s  Election of 1968

With the Democrats split between blue collar union
workers, antiwar protesters, civil rights activists,
and Southern segregationists, the Republicans
easily won the election.

Nixon set out as president to relax Cold War
tensions, bring troopsthome from Vietnam,
lower taxes, and decrease\the power of the
federal government. He was largely successful
in these goals as president\.\



Détente - |
policy of “re
to relax Co
trade and

t Nixon began to pursue a
with China. His goal was
more on the benefits of
yan to show an interest.

SALT | & Il -
(Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks)

1970s
Presidents Nixon
and Carter met
with Communist
~ leaders to find a
way to limit
uclear weapons.




Environmentalism

After a century of full-blown industrialism, some
Americans became concerned about the
environmental effects.

Concerns about smog, wilderness conservation,
landfills, and water resources led to increasing
calls for regulation of the environment.

In 1962, Rachel Carson published Silent Spring,
WhICh documented the poisonous effects of the
pesticide DDT on birds. One spring, the birds
did not return to the farms she was studying.



Environmentalism

Carson’s book had'a tremendous impact on
emerging environmental groups, who began
organizing and pushingifor government to
become more involved.

In 1970, during Nixon’s administration,
Congress created the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to regulate
pollution and use of resources.

Congress also stiffened standards for emissions
and waste with the Clean A|r and Clean
Water Acts.




Watergate Scandal

Unfortunately, Nixon was also successful at playing
“dirty” politics.

In 1972, members of Nixon's Committee to Re-Elect
the President (CREEP), armed with wiretaps and
document cameras, were arrested during a break-
in at the Democratic Party headquarters in the
Watergate Hotel.

At first, this was not front-page news. Slowly, two
Washington Postreporters, Bob Woodward and
Carl Bernstein, began to uncover evidence linking
the White House to the break-in.




Elve men were
arrested for the
break-in. Four

were anti-Castro

Cuban exiles

e CIA. The fifth
as CREEP s
ctronics expert.
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Watergate Scandal

Evidence began to show'that Nixon himself had
suggested payments of hush money, pressured the
FBI to drop the investigation, recommended that
staffers perjure themselves if subpoenaed, and
possibly even ordered the break-in.

One after another White House official resigned, and
Nixon’s lawyer John Dean testified about Nixon’s
involvement in the cover-up.

Only the Oval Office tapes Woulld reveal the truth.
Nixon refused to release the tapes claiming
executive privilege. |
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In the Supreme Court case US v.
Nixon (1974), the Court ruled
that executive privilege did not
apply, and Nixon was ordered
to turn the tapes over to
Congress.

\

\
Facing |mpeachment Nixon

resigned on Aug. 8, 1974. To
the public’s outrage, Nixon’s
SUCCEesSsor Gerald Ford granted
NixXon a full pardon

A
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 9, 1974

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I hereby resign the Office of President of the
United States.

Sincerely,

/"""4/7

K

The Honorable Henry A. Kissinger
The Secretary of State
Washington, D.C.

20520




President Fo e oceed. Traumatized
by the secretive cultreseiineNVhlteNIouseradunngVietnam and Watergate, the
American publicheginsioiakeraimorercynicaliunderstanding of politics.



